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‘make my joy complete by being of the same mind, 

maintaining the same love,  

united in spirit, intent on one purpose’ – Phillipians 2:2 
  



Parish Priest’s Report 

We have felt the disruptive impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on our parish in many ways. The church was 

closed from 19 March to 7 June. So, our usual pattern of community prayer and worship was disrupted 

and were unable to celebrate the ceremonies of the Easter Triduum.  

It was a difficult time for families mourning the loss of loved ones when they were limited to just 10 

mourners. This was expanded to 20 which was certainly an improvement. Some people have had 

memorial masses after restrictions eased. They have told me that only then that they felt a sense of closure. 

During this time, we had no baptisms or weddings either. 

From the end of June, we moved to our present Phase Four arrangements. Slowly have our usual 

attendance patterns returned to close to what they were. Some people, however, still do not feel safe 

coming to church.  

How we celebrate the Eucharist has also been modified and, in some ways, reduced our participation in 

the celebration of the sacrament: there has been no collections, no singing, no procession of the gifts, 

communion in the hand, no communion from the chalice and no sign of peace.  

We are also doing our best to get everyone to observe the regulations regarding social distancing, sanitising 

of hands and the church furniture after each mass.  

The pandemic regulations have also affected the use of our parish centre. Many events were cancelled. 

Our first Alpha programme of the year was halted in mid-course and we will not have another one until 

the regulations change. This has affected our hopes for the success of this programme for the spiritual 

renewal of the parish.  

Looking back over the year, however, there have been things for which to be grateful. I made a few video 

talks to connect with people when the church was closed. These were well received. I hope to make more 

regular use of this in future.  

We have benefitted from the Federal Government scheme which has allowed us to keep our staff 

employed throughout this time. We are also grateful for the financial support we have received from 

parishioners. We are actually in good financial shape as Bob Burns will share in his presentation on behalf 

of the Parish Finance Council. 

In January we put in a new, high quality audio/visual system in the church. This has made a big difference 

to the proclamation of the word of God in our liturgies and enabled us to make easier and better use of 

the integrated projection equipment. Associated with the new system I want to congratulate the 

proclaimers of the word of God the clarity of their reading and the use of silence have made the Liturgy of 

the Word a more contemplative experience. The commitment of the Proclaimers to their ministry has 

been impressive. Thank you. I also want to thank all those who have been involves in ministries at the 

altar, hospitality, choirs and musicians and those who clean our church and those who have helped sanitise 

the building after masses.  

In March we put in a similar system into the parish centre. This has made a significant difference to the 

quality of presentations at different parish events. The hall area itself has been cleaned up and painted 

thanks to Andrew Davini. 

Work on the Parish Centre refurbishment has continued slowly and carefully thanks to the good work of 

Johnny Colonico and Andrew Davini. The roof of the parish centre is now leak free and the south facing 

porch has been renewed and made waterproof. We also have put in glass doors at the main entrance 

which have improved access to the building and will help keep out leaves etc. We will soon improve the 

ventilation of the atrium and hall which should make them much more comfortable in the warmer 

months. Hopefully, it won’t be too long before the external remediation work on the parish centre is 

complete and we can paint the outside of the building. 

  



The Parish Pastoral Council has produced a new Vision, Mission and Values Statement. This sets our 

priorities for the future. It was influenced by the direction given to us by Pope Francis and our 

participation in the Plenary Council consultation and discernment processes. I introduced and shared the 

main part of the document over three Sundays in the parish bulletin. We hope to continue to improve 

along the road map set out in this document.  

In September I appealed for new Safeguarding Officers as part of our implementation of the Archbishop’s 

Vision for the Church in Perth. I was agreeably surprised and pleased at the number and commitment of 

the volunteers who stepped forward. These will soon undergo training and then take up their roles. We 

want our parish to be a safe place for all, especially children and vulnerable adults.  

I am grateful to Paul Hille for having taken on this role for the last number of years.  I am pleased that we 

are preparing for the Audit of the Archdiocese by the National Catholic Professional Standards Ltd. I am 

on the priests’ group preparing for this. A parishioner will be appointed to the Parish Reference Group as 

well. The audit will take place in the New Year. I am confident we will have nothing to fear from the audit. 

I want to thank Paull Hille for his wonderful leadership of Infant Jesus School over the last five years. He 

has led the school in very creative ways to make it the highly successful and happy school it is. Paul is 

taking a two-year assignment to work with another Catholic school south of the river. I look forward to 

working with Clare Moffat and the leadership team over the next two years. I am delighted that the Morley 

Youth Group now meetings in the Infant Jesus School Hall on Friday nights. This has worked out very 

well. Congratulations to all involved.  

I am gathering a group at present to renew the parish website. At present our site is mainly for 

parishioners. I would like to have it as an attractive home to share with people the good things that are 

happening in our parish. 

We have begun cooperating more closely with Bedford Parish in the hope of sharing our resources. When 

the Covid-19 pandemic is more under control we have dreams of what we can do for the Lord and you, 

our parishioners and all those who the Lord brings to our parish. 

I have been well supported by Frs Tadgh and John Pallippadan in the pastoral ministry in the parish. I am 

grateful for the hard work of our staff and volunteers in the parish office. I am, of course, grateful to 

dedication Sue Goodwin, our teachers all those in the Parish Religious Education Programme and Faith 

Rico, Sue Goodwin and Angela Youens and the Infant Jesus School leadership team working well together 

as the Sacramental team. They have done a wonderful job in difficult circumstances. Thank you to all the 

parishioners who have supported us throughout this year. We have a great parish it is a privilege to be 

your Parish Priest.  

 

 

  



PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL REPORT 

 

The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to the 
Land I will show you.” 

Genesis 12:1 

This year has been tough. It has been a testament to the volatile, uncertain, complex and ambiguous world 
we live in. It has been a time of crisis, yet of hope. It is during times of extreme crisis that God calls us to 
do something different, to think different, to be different, to go where He is showing us, just like he did 
Abram. 

We can only do this if we listen deeply, with open mind, open heart and open will. Only then can we see 
the emerging future that God wants to bring forth. Already the Catholic Church in Australia has been 
envisioning and discerning what we feel God is calling us to do. 

As I look back on the last two years, I am pleased by what God has led us to achieve at Infant Jesus 
Morley. We set out to reinforce the purpose of the Pastoral Council being to take a long view of our 
Parish and to set a course to further the mission of Christ by promoting active involvement of the whole 
parish in the mission and life of the Church. To do this, we first we established the vision, mission and 
strategic objectives and clearly set them out. Last year I announced the Vision, Mission and Values of our 
Parish to everyone. I reported that we were continuing to develop our Strategy. 

I am pleased to announce that we now have a Strategy that was ratified earlier this year. It sets our 
priorities, establishes clear direction and focuses our attention on important activities like evangelisation, 
ministry development, active celebration of the Eucharist, faith development and growth of our parish. 

I am also pleased to mention that we have progressed a little way into one of our strategic objectives – to 
create a hub with other parishes to create opportunities to collaborate. Earlier this year we met with the 
Parish Council of Bedford to explore opportunities for collaboration. It is so pleasing to see that we are 
collaborating with Bedford parish for RCIA this year. We extended an invitation to the Bedford Parish for 
parents to join our Playgroup. 

Our playgroup has gained some traction in that some of those parents are now attending some weekday 
and weekend masses. Already aspects of our strategy are coming to life. 

The strategy document has been shared and discussed with our ministry coordinators. We have a plan to 
communicate the Strategy to our parish community and wider. This will be done via various channels; the 
Annual Committee meeting, our bulletin, our website etc. All of us must play a part in bringing our 
strategy to life, by being active in how we share our faith and most importantly how we love one another. 

It has been a privilege to serve the community of Infant Jesus Morley as Chair of the Parish Pastoral 
Council the last two years. As I step down, I thank Fr Greg for his guidance and support and the team; Fr 
Tadgh, Fr John, Tanya Davis, Bob Burns, Josephine McManus and Reywin Rico, for the love, wisdom, 
humility and dedication with which they have served. 

Thank you to all our volunteers who serve on the many ministries that make up this vibrant parish. 

We must change how we think about change, we must think about it as transformation. For once a 
caterpillar changes into a butterfly, it cannot change back, it is transformed. This is what God is calling us 
to do, to transform. In order to do so we must be willing to listen, discern and go where He is showing us. 
 
Nevellene Linquist, PPC Chair 

  



SPECIAL MINISTERS FOR THE SICK MINISTRY 
 

 
Current total number on record taking communion to the sick is 12 Special Ministers to approximately 9 
parishioners. I believe there are other ministers who are taking Communion to the sick and elderly, but I 
have no record of these people. 
 
Numbers have declined over the 2019 – 2020 period but was expecting a larger number due to COVID. 
I would Like to thank all the special Ministers who currently take Communion to the Sick and Elderly and 
I’m assured they all find it rewarding as I do. 
 
This Ministry is very rewarding and if any other Special Ministers are interested to take on this roll they 
would be most welcome. 
 
Should you know of a Parishioner who is unable to attend mass and would like Communion bought to 
them in their home please contact the Parish Office. 
 

Bryan Yeo, Coordinator 

 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL MINISTRY 

In 1964, the Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy mandated that the Prayer of the Faithful be restored to the 
Eucharistic Liturgy. It was to be seen as the work of a ‘priestly people’. By this prayer, in which the people 
are to take part, intercession shall be made for the holy Church, for civil authorities, for those oppressed 
by various needs, for all the people, and for the salvation of the entire world. As God’s people we are still 
part of the world around us. We keep any and all who are suffering or in need as part of this prayer. 

A role for silent prayer has always been envisaged as part of this Prayer and we recognise that, after 
attending to the “big matters”, a short silence allows us all to apply the petition more personally, e.g. Who 
did we promise to pray for this week? What about the people at work or at home? Who is sick? 

And so, on behalf of the people of Infant Jesus Parish, we continue the rich tradition of presenting our 
petitions to our heavenly Father during every Sunday liturgy as well as other significant days on the annual 
calendar, e.g., Christmas; special Feast Days; First Holy Communion, etc. 

After many years of prayerful service, Linda has resigned from this Ministry. We thank her sincerely for 
her inspiring contributions over the years, knowing that she has decided to offer her skills and knowledge 
to other ministries within our parish. Suchita, Michael and Sue continue to be part of this Ministry and we 
warmly welcome Julie who has agreed to join us in 2021. Fr Greg’s ongoing assistance and support is 
greatly appreciated, and we look forward to continuing to offer these special prayers on your behalf 
throughout the coming year. 
 
Sue Baile, Coordinator 
 

 

 

  



MUSIC MINISTRY 

 
Music feeds the soul. 

It is also integral to Liturgy, the celebration and the source and summit of our faith. 
 
2020 has been a strange year – and choirs have not been fully operational due to COVID restrictions, 
It was a huge disappointment for us when Easter Services and the visit of St Therese and her parents were 
cancelled. We were well prepared – but alas – for health and safety reasons this could not happen. 
 
In March COVID restrictions were enforced.  Masses re-commenced when restrictions were eased, but 
with no music.  We are now beginning to re-introduce music and this will be done gradually, as even 
though we do not have community spread of the virus in WA – it is thought that singing (projection of 
voices) could be unsafe. 
 
The Sunday 9.30am Mass is the only Mass with Music at the moment.  Some musicians are hesitant to 
return because of the COVID situation.  It has therefore been a bit quiet in the Music department! 
 
Our Copyright Licence has been put on hold – which gives the Parish a big saving.  Hence, we are not 
able to re-produce the song lyrics on our overheads.  The Archdiocesan Liturgy Office has also requested 
we do not use hymn books.  We are currently using familiar hymns from As One Voice, Vol 1 to 
encourage community participation. 
 
Our celebrants also sometimes use ‘recorded music’ – which sounds beautiful through the new PA system. 
 
Our Music Teams have worked tirelessly and some on a weekly basis to serve and enhance the liturgy in 
the best possible way. Sing with us – and we will be encouraged!! 
 
I would like to thank Leonard Ong and Raphael Thexeira for providing the music for our Sacramental 
programs and on a few special occasions. 
 
Thank you again to Tracey Hardman and Morag McPherson (1st Sat 6pm); Bernie Kolay (Sat 6pm) – 
Bernie now attends another parish; Raphael Thexeira for Sunday 7.30am; Faith and Reywin Rico (Sun 
6pm) - for their enthusiasm and wholehearted dedication to serve this ministry. 
I lead the 9.30am choir and Combined Choir for special occasions. 
 
Musicians have been rostered for our Christmas Masses. We will wait and see what the state of play is in 
December. However, we are prepared. 
 
“The person who sings, prays twice.” 
 
 
Linda D’Cruz, Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CLEANING MINISTRY 

 

Even in these trying times dealing with the covid-19 pandemic, our dedicated cleaning teams have done an 
amazing job in maintaining the cleanliness of the church. There are 4 teams headed by a coordinator each 
and a team is rostered once every 4 weeks. Some members have been on the team for more than 10 years. 
A few have retired this year due to old age, sickness and time constraint namely Penelope Davis, Patrick 
Mahoney, Marilyn Summerset and Gus Formato. With the urgent call for help, a few have stepped up to 
volunteer. The new members are Caroline Doggett, Magdalene Lazaroo, Janine Chung, Kevin Loo, Pat 
Robinson and Roopa Tharakan. 

We have acquired 3 new vacuum cleaners which are lighter. That would assist our older members in the 
vacuuming. 

The parish is most grateful to the cleaning teams and a thanksgiving mass together with morning tea is 
being organised on 5th December this year in appreciation of their time and effort. 
 
Theresa Choo, Coordinator 

 

 

PARENTS PREPARATION MEETING FOR BAPTISM 

 

Monthly meetings are conducted for parents and godparents in preparation for baptisms held. They are 
facilitated by Marina MacLean, Sue Baile, Marion Wayne and Paul Hille on a rostered basis. Attendance at 
these meetings are highly encouraged especially for parents who never had a child baptised. The parents 
are generally receptive to attending these meetings and attendance has been good. 

Our facilitators have been most generous in contributing their time in guiding the families in their journey 
of faith and of which, we are most grateful. 
 
Theresa Choo, Coordinator 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



MORLEY/DIANELLA SVDP CONFERENCE 

 

1. The Parish has a very active conference that meets weekly to pray and plan/review the regular visitation 
to the poor, homeless and disadvantaged in our community. Currently we have 14 members and although 
many of us are getting older, we are committed to the cause. As many of you are aware, John Orzanski 
retired from the position of conference President last January after many years. John has remained a 
member and is a regular contributor. 

2. Both the catchment areas for the Morley and Dianella Parishes are serviced by our conference. This 
covers an extensive number of people in the community and we do not discriminate with our delivery to 
people on faith or other aspects of life issues. 

3. The 2020 year has been a challenging time for all to operate according to ever changing government 
rules. The conference did not close down earlier in the year as many other groups in the Parish did so. 
Unfortunately, with strict rules imposed within the Church, our options to conduct fund raising appeals 
were restricted. In the circumstances, I thank parishioners with their regular donations to the poor boxes 
at the rear of the church and to the food collection boxes. 

4. A number of our members with health issues had to restrict their activities and this had the flow on 
affect with our daily visitation commitments. We had to reduce this action to three days a week. 

5. During this time, we have also met the needs of the Embleton/Bayswater community as their 
conference decided to go into recess. The additional work has been managed. 

6. Also we have recently lost three members with health and career issues. We do need new members, 
especially with our gender balance. Currently out of our 14 members, only one is a female. Can I please 
encourage all the ladies in both the Parishes to consider how they can assist? If you wish to discuss this 
matter, please ring me on 0419953507. 

7. We are currently preparing our commitment with the Christmas hamper appeal. This work is very 
important, especially with assisting struggling families with young children at the Christmas period. Both 
the Infant Jesus and Our Lady of Assumption primary schools are once again assisting us, as they have so 
generously done so over past years. 

8. In summary, I thank Father Greg and Father John, and especially Father Tadgh who regularly 

contributes and guides the conference as our chaplain. Thank you also to all the parishioners with your 
support. 
 
 
Lou Daily, President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE MORLEY/DIANELLA CATENIANS ASSOCIATION 

 

1. The Infant Jesus Parish has currently 28 active parishioners who are Catenians in the Morley/Dianella 
Circle. A source of proudly Catholic men, wives and children who also participate in other groups in the 
running of the Parish. 

2. Catenians is an organisation of active Catholic men and their families. We encourage men and their 
families to take an active role in the running of the Parish. Acolytes, Liturgical Committee, Readers, 
Commentators, Cleaning, Choir, Flowers, Youth, Music, Projection, Altar Servers, SVDP, Counting, 
Building Maintenance, Business and Accounting Skills, Parish Council and Finance Committees. 

3. Pastoral Support for men and their families. The Catenians provides association in a social atmosphere 
with Catholic like-minded men and their families who can provide assistance in times of stress and trial. 

4. The Catenian Association can encourage more men at Church. Membership of the Catenians 
strengthens a man’s faith and the association with like-minded men is more likely to keep men who are 
considering lapsing in communion with the Church. 

5. Having men who are proudly Catholic speaking at Mass as readers, commentators, and even just to 
promote the Catenian Association provides a wonderful example for the men of the Parish and their 
children. It also shows that it is not just women who are involved in the running of the Parish. 

6. Strengthening of the Parish Community. In Parishes where Catenians have an active presence, many of 
the people who stay after Mass to talk to each other are likely to be Catenians and the backbone of many 
of the Parish community groups are Catenians. 

7. Cross-pollination between groups in the Parish and between Parishes. 

8. Monetary support is available to members of the Catenian Association through the benevolent fund in 
times of hardship. 

9. Funds are available through the Catenians Youth Support Project to assist Parish youth in their 
Christian development. Additional funds are also available in the Catenian Charity to assist Catholic 
students to obtain financial support towards tertiary studies. 

10. Catenians have been or still are businessmen and senior officers in business or the Public Service. The 
knowledge and expertise these men can provide and the contacts they have can be very valuable to a 
Parish. 

11. Priests can look to the Catenian Association members for companionship and friendship which will 
extend beyond Parish issues and with the support we provide to retired Priests they can look towards 
continuing support and friendship even in their retirement. 
 
 
Lou Daily, Provincial President 

 

 

 

  



LITURGY MINISTRY 

I would like to thank the liturgical ministry coordinators who gather several times a year to reflect and 
prepare the next season’s liturgies. We are a well-oiled group and after the liturgy meeting with Father 
Greg when the decisions are made, each person goes off to pass on the information or decisions to their 
respective ministers. Good communication is crucial for everything in liturgy to flow well and the 
decisions for each major season are noted in a communication book available in the sacristy. 

We met recently to prepare the liturgies of Advent, Christmas and the Christmas Season. 
https://www.catholic.org.au/images/pdf/nlc/Advent-Christmas.pdf Follow this link to find a good 
resource for information on the seasons of Advent and Christmas. 

Over time Fr Greg has been implementing some changes to the way we celebrate our liturgies, bringing us 
in line with the demands of the 2012 General Instruction of the Roman Missal. One example of this is an 
increase in the periods of silence within the Mass. Whilst some of us found the silence a little 
uncomfortable, it is the time to allow us to rest and absorb what it is that we have heard, and we are 
getting used to it. We even look forward to experiencing it. 

For our community education, he also ensures there is a relevant snippet from the General Instruction of 
the Roman Missal published in the bulletin. 

The novel coronavirus situation has placed significant demands on the parish staff and for us who sit in 
the pews. Conforming to what the government has asked of us has been demanding but in carrying it out 
to the letter has allowed our church to remain open and we, the parishioners, have felt safe. Thank you to 
everyone for your persistence in upholding these regulations. We remain vigilant and await the 

Archbishop’s next communication regarding the way ahead for our liturgies. 
 
Jocelyn Versace, Coordinator. 
 

 

HOSPITALITY MINISTRY 

 

This year, with the outbreak of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, the Hospitality Ministry at Infant 
Jesus Church in Morley assisted, in line with the directives and requirements of the Archdiocese of Perth 
and in accordance with the instructions from the IJ Parish Office, namely with Marshalling the 
Parishioners and ensuring that the COVID-19 requirements were strictly followed and met. 

As in the past, the Hospitality Ministry was also called upon to assist at the Christmas, First Holy 
Communion and Confirmation Services. 

Due to the pandemic we have had minimal personal contact with Parishioners and hence we were unable 
to recruit any new Ministers. Two members, Janice Haylett and Annette Nathanielsz have tendered their 
resignations from the Ministry. I wish to acknowledge and thank Annette for her selfless and 
magnanimous assistance to the ministry. 

As already mentioned in previous annual reports, the Hospitality Ministry is struggling with a paucity of 
volunteers, especially for the Saturday 6.30pm mass and Sunday 7.30am and 6.00pm masses. It is 
imperative that we recruit more volunteers with utmost urgency otherwise we will not be able to carry out 
all that is required of us. 

Josephine McManus, Coordinator. 

  



EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION,  

MINISTRY REPORT 

 

Thank you to all ministers for helping our priests in the important task of distributing the Body and Blood 
of Christ to our parishioners each day. 

“Extra-ordinary Ministers of Holy Communion” is a parish based ministry, where those who are eligible 
are selected and commissioned by our Parish Priest, to assist him and his fellow priests in the distribution 
of the Blessed Eucharist. We are not able to Minister outside our parish unless specifically asked to assist 
by another priest. Ministers must hold a current Working with Children Check Card and be familiar and 
agree with the Archdiocese Safeguarding Programme. Prospective ministers would usually attend a training 
day run by the Centre for Liturgy, Archdiocese of Perth, as well as undertaking practical training in our 
parish church before being commissioned during a Sunday Mass. 

We started 2020 with 76 commissioned ministers in our parish and 54 were rostered for Sunday Masses. 
The restrictions imposed due to the COVID 19 pandemic, and the changes in the way the Blessed 
Sacrament is distributed, has resulted in many changes over the last 6 months so that, at present, we have 
only 29 Ministers on our Sunday Roster. 

There have also been severe restrictions on the 12 Extra-ordinary ministers who visit the sick and frail in 
their homes and in care facilities, with COVID-19 Safety a primary consideration. Bringing the Blessed 
Sacrament to, and keeping contact with, our parishioners who are unable to come to Mass is still a most 
important task. This group is co-ordinated by Brian Yeo. 

We thank Fr. Greg as Parish Priest and Fr.Tadgh and Fr. John for their continued guidance and support 
and also the parish office staff, Billie and Carol, for keeping our registers up to date. 
 
Andrew & Cheryl Davini, Coordinators. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



ALTAR SERVER MINISTRY 

 

This year 2020 had been a challenging one with COVID-19. Our Ministry fundraising started well with a 
cake stall and raffle draw held in March. It was organised and run by parents of altar servers; Geraldine 
Tan, Lenna Chan, Julie Bonini and Billie Dewitt. The funds raised were for a social event for the Altar 
Servers later in the year but due to COVID-19 restrictions, this had been put on hold until now. The 
Mums are hoping to organise a gathering before the year end. 

We currently have 43 children who actively serve at the 4 weekend Masses. The roster was revised after 
the lockdown in May to have only 2 Altar Servers at each Mass due to social distancing. The roster was 
revised again in Oct to have 3 Altar Servers for the Saturday and Sunday 6pm Masses as these Masses have 
more children rostered to serve. 

There was no formal training for new Altar Servers this year except for Andrei Cahatol whose mother 
requested for him to be trained. The time is now right to resume training and an invitation had been 
published in our Parish Bulletin for children who have received their First Communion and are interested 
to serve at Mass, to register their interest with the Parish Office. The intention is to have a group of 
children trained before the end of the school year. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Michelle Mok and Haydee Canoneo for helping with the 
washing of the Albs, as well as Geraldine Tan, Lenna Chan, Julie Bonini and Billie Dewitt who came 
forward to run the fund-raising event as well as volunteering to organise the coming social gathering for the 
altar servers. I would also like to thank all parents for their support during the year, especially during the 
times when requests were made for altar servers to serve at Sacramental and special Masses 
 
Chis Yapp, Coordinator 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALPHA MINISTRY 
 
This year we held only one Alpha program, due to the COVID pandemic. The Summer 2020 program 
commenced on 18 February with 18 guests and a team of 12 volunteers. However, after only 3 weeks, the 
program was cancelled, just prior to the lockdown. After a long break, we recommenced in July with 6 
guests, mainly very young people, and 6 team members. Though small, it was a very lively and committed 
group who all very much grew through the weeks of the program. Three of the guests continued on to 
join the RCIA program. 
 
As always, the enthusiastic support of parish volunteers made the weekly meals possible and without this 
support, the program could not thrive, so our thanks go out to all those involved. 
 
At the moment no program is planned for 2021, but we hope to set a date for next Alpha soon. 
 
 
Angela Youens, Coordinator 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PROCLAIMERS OF THE WORD MINISTRY 

“From listening to the Word of God faith is born or strengthened”  Romans. 19: 17 

Our Team 
 

At Infant Jesus we are truly fortunate to have about 33 proclaimers who proclaim at all our Sunday, 
weekday & special celebration Masses. Thank you to the weekday roster coordinators; John Orzanski 
(7:00am Mass) and Charles Reincastle (9:00am/8:30am Mass) for their contribution in facilitating 
proclaimers at these Masses. 
A big thank you to all proclaimers who diligently take on the responsibility to prepare well, for their part in 
the Liturgy of the Word. The word lives in the proclamation but it is not truly effective unless it enters the 
hearts of those present and influences their every action. 
 
Thank You 
 

I take this opportunity to extend our sincere thanks to Pat & Barry Connell for their dedication and 
enthusiasm as proclaimers, over their 17 years of service to our faith community. 
Also, I wish to thank Charles Reincastle for his 13 years of dedicated service as a proclaimer as well as his 
dedication to his role as coordinator of the weekday 9:00/8:30am Masses. 
Their commitment, enthusiasm and love for the ministry will be missed. We wish them well! 
 
Welcome & hope to see you back soon … 
 

We warmly welcomed Marion Fernando (Sat 6pm), Bernadette Lin (Sun 7:30am), Marion Wayne (Sun 
6pm) and Pramila Crasta (Sun 6pm). Thank you for committing to this group! 
We farewelled Michael Manganaro (Sun 6pm) who came off the roster as he and Katrina prepared for the 
arrival for a little one. We hope to see Michael back at a later time. Congratulations to Michael & Katrina 
on the arrival of Tobias. 
 
Sacred Silence …. to allow the Word of God to speak to our heart 
 

Our focus for this year was the introduction of a short period of silence after each of the readings, 
allowing time for meditation. This time for reflection has enriched our Liturgy of the Word. I wish to 
acknowledge and thank the proclaimers for their efforts with this. 
 
Growth & Learning 
 

In February, proclaimers gathered for a breakfast and formation time. It was a happy time for sharing and 
learning. On 17 Nov, proclaimers have the opportunity to attend a workshop, at IJ, facilitated by the 
Archdiocese. These gatherings are well supported, and the benefits are evident. 
 
Break Open the Word … a resource for proclaimers of the word 
 

To support proclaimers in their preparation for the readings, the parish has subsidised the purchase of the 
resource ‘Break Open the Word’. It is good to see so many proclaimers purchase this resource, and it is a 
statement of their commitment to preparation and ongoing improvement. 
 
Looking for new or returning proclaimers 
 

The proclaimers’ group is urgent need to new members. 
If you are interested in learning more about being a proclaimer or know of someone who is interested, 
please let the parish office know and I will be in contact. 
 
The reader is not just reading from a book but is the instrument through which God’s voice is heard 
 
 
Marina MacLean, Coordinator 
 
 
 
 

  



COLUMBARIUM COMMITTEE 
 
2020 has been an unusual year for the Columbarium committee, since the Covid-19 pandemic caused a 
total shut down of the parish, and therefore all our activities, for several months. Despite this, we have 
received 18 applications for niches during the year and attending 13 interments, with 3 interments 
currently pending. We have also arranged 2 memorial plaques in the children’s memorial garden and one 
memorial plaque for the rose garden. 
 
Despite the disruption caused by the pandemic, the generosity of our parishioners continues to shine. We 
have received a generous donation to cover the cost of a new rose granite bench for seating by the new 
walls in the columbarium, allowing loved ones to sit in prayer and contemplation near their departed 
family members. We also recently received a generous $1000 donation to cover the cost of replacement of 
the woodchips throughout the Columbarium gardens and for general maintenance. We thank our donors 
most sincerely.  
 
At present we have only one niche wall which has not been sponsored by a parish member or family – St. 
John Paul II. If you would like to sponsor this wall and have a small plaque placed in appreciation of your 
gift, please contact the parish office and a member of the Columbarium Committee will be in touch with 
you to answer any questions you may have. 
 
At the end of 2019, the committee called for new members to join the committee. We received two 
applications and welcomed David Vaughan and Sylvia Brough. However, with the limits placed on our 
activities due to COVID-19, David and Sylvia decided to withdraw during the year. We thank them most 
sincerely for their contribution. We are still keen to increase the number of our committee and would like 
to hear from anyone who feels they may wish to be involved. Please contact the parish office and one of 
the committee will be in touch. 
 
We would also like to hear from anyone who could offer any time toward helping to keep the 
columbarium gardens clean and tidy. Weeding, collecting rubbish and sweeping are never-ending tasks 
which can be done at any time by anyone with pockets of time to spare. If you could help with this, we 
would love to hear from you – please contact the parish office. We do have a large team of 13 people who 
help with the pruning of the roses and we extend our thanks to them on behalf of everyone who visits the 
Columbarium gardens and delights in the beautiful rose garden. 
 
We finish with a reminder that our Columbarium is for all parishioners and their immediate families. 
Please don’t hesitate to contact us at any time, via the parish office, if you would like to know more about 
reserving a niche or having a memorial plaque place in our Columbarium gardens. 
 
 
Angela Youens & Andrew Davini 
 
 
 
 
 
  



PARISH OFFICE REPORT 
  
What a year! 2020 has been an unprecedented time for the parish office.  
We started the year excitingly planning and looking forward to the visit of the Relics of St Therese and her 
parents in April to temporarily closing of our church and parish centre in March due to Coronavirus 
pandemic.  
 
Instead of planning our usual parish events and celebrations, we spent many hours negotiating the 
implication of COVID19 into our daily parish life. With the suspension of Masses and prayer groups, and 
Church and parish office closed, staff volunteered to work and keep the line of communication open with 
our parishioners.  From making friendly pastoral phone calls, responding emails, updating the website and 
Facebook, broadcasting video messages from the parish priest to arranging visits by the priests to the most 
vulnerable in our community.  
 
We created ‘Mass at Home’ on our Facebook page to keep in touch with our parishioners.  Mass at Home 
provides our parish community a place where we can share the experiences of practicing our faith at home 
and a safe place to explore faith community online. With no Masses or Easter celebration allowed in the 
Church, we gathered prayer resources for holy weeks and Easter Triduum (printed and online), posting 
these resources to our website and Facebook so our parishioners can have Mass and Easter celebration at 
home, and that we could celebrate together spiritually.  
 
Our Church was instructed to close from 19th March and allowed to reopen for private prayer on 22nd 
May. Mass was again allowed to be celebrated publicly from 1st June for a maximum of 20 people in the 
church at any one time and a need to observe a strict limit of 4 square metres per person and maintain 
1.5m physical distancing from others. Sanitising of hands and routine cleaning and sanitisation of Church 
and parish centre are also required. We were also required to record names and contact details of those 
attending the church and parish centre, for contact tracing purposes.  An online booking system 
(Eventbrite) was set up to enable us to manage the number of Mass attendees. By 7th of June, Phase 3 
COVID19 Roadmap was announced, the Mass attendance number increased to 100, with other directives 
remained unchanged.  
 
By 27th of June, we entered Phase 4 COVID19 Roadmap, which further eased some of the restrictions. 
From 4 square metres per person to 2 square metres per person, that meant Mass attendances in our 
church could increase its capacity to 366, and record-keeping and church attendant were no longer 
required. We are very fortunate to have a group of generous parishioners who volunteered to assist with 
the record-keeping and cleaning. For the Church to be opened for private prayer and the Masses to be 
held during these periods would not have been possible without their support, dedication and 
commitment. Thank you so much. 
 
The impact of COVID19 in our parish also means that cleaning and restocking of the cleaning supplies 
have become another responsibility in the daily life of the parish office.  Staff, especially Andrew Davini 
takes on extra cleaning duties to sanitise the church, parish centre and toilets each day. My sincere thanks 
to Andrew, Theresa and Carol who have done a great job in stepping up and taken on these extra 
responsibilities in ensuring that we are staying on the top of things and complying with the cleaning 
requirement by the government. The ongoing support and cooperation of our parish coordinators and 
volunteers, especially hospitality ministers have been amazing - marshalling, helping to sanitise the pews 
after each Mass and observing the COVID safety directives while attending Church and parish centre. 
 
Despite the disruptions, we were able to support the Archdiocese fundraising efforts, such as Bushfire 
Crisis Appeal, Project Compassion, Caritas’s COVID-19 Crisis Appeal, Vinnies drive and drop hub, 
Catholic Mission Appeal and Archbishop’s Christmas Life Link Appeal.  
 
 
 
 



We were also able to have a special celebration for our parish priest, Fr Greg Burke’s 50th Anniversary of 
his profession and his 70th Birthday on 14th August with dinner and morning tea. We celebrated Parish 
Feast day the following week with a special dedication Mass followed by morning tea.  
 
We organised an opportunity for an adult faith formation course in Lent led by the director of Centre for 
Life, Marriage and Family, Derek Boylen.  We also held the communal discernment sessions to the 
responses of plenary council themes for our parishioners and hosted the St Therese Retreat in support of 
Catholic Mission in October.  
 
In the parish office, we shared the impact of the Covid19 with our parishioners, from restricted funeral 
Mass and suspension of weddings, baptisms, sacramental program, and parish groups activities. 
Fortunately, with no major COVID outbreak in our community today, most of the parish activities have 
resumed their programs, with added layer of COVID safety plan in place. However, private hall hire has 
been suspended until further notice. 
 
I am so grateful to be surrounded by the wonderful parish office team. I am thankful for the unconditional 
support I received from parish staff, priests, and very dedicated office volunteers; Angela Youens, Pearl 
Chin, Jenny Thomas, Marina McLean, Josee Gaudet, Sue Baile and Lyn Anderson. My heartfelt thanks to 
you all! 
 
Billie Dewitt, Parish Secretary 
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