Dear Parishioners,
Today’s First Reading, from the Book of Wisdom (9:13-18), reflects the pessimism about the human body prevalent in some
strains of Hellenistic Judaism. ‘A perishable body presses down the soul ... .’ A more balanced spirituality will recognise that it is
not the body as such but rather selfishness that ‘presses down the soul’, preventing release of the spirit. More on target is the
text’s scepticism about the ability of the human intellect, unaided, to know the mind of God. Such knowledge, essential for our
salvation, is the gift of God.
Today’s Gospel, Luke 14:25-33, contains some of the most demanding and challenging utterances attributed to Jesus in the
New Testament: ‘None of you can be my disciple unless he or she gives up all possessions’. As Paul says concerning the ‘word
of the cross’ in 1 Cor 1:21-25; 2:14-15, such things are foolishness to the person operating purely on the rational level. To
understand we need the gift of Wisdom.
Semitic languages, by and large, do not have a word for ‘prefer’. When a person prefers one thing over another, he or she is said
to ‘love’ one (the thing ‘preferred’) and ‘hate’ the other. ‘Hate’, then, is simply an expression of rejecting something (possibly
something quite good in itself) in favour of something considered more desirable. In the phrases like ‘hating’ one’s ‘father,
mother, wife, children, etc’ we need to see a Semitic idiom operative. Those who adopt Jesus’ mission, his commitments, and
his way of life will inevitably cause some pain and sacrifice to their loved ones, who perhaps have other plans for them.
Hence the need to count the cost with the two parables that follow: that about the builder of the tower (its ‘bite’ rests upon the
sense of shame so strong in the culture of the day) and that of the king marching out to war. The early Church may have
particularly related these parables to the situation of persecution in which it so often found itself. The concluding, most radical
challenge about the need for a would-be disciple to give up “all possessions” has to be heard in the context of the invitation to
the Kingdom central to Jesus’ message. In comparison with this supreme good of the abundantly generous God the losses
entailed in the present conditions of discipleship find some proportion. In fact in following Jesus we share his life and joy, gifts
which last and cannot be taken away.

Blessings, —Greg

Congratulations to
our First Communicants!
This weekend 77 children from our
parish celebrate their First Holy
Communion. We congratulate them and we ask
all parishioners to pray that our First
Communicants will continue to grow in love for
Jesus as they receive Him in the Eucharist.

...on celebrating the 27th anniversary of our
beautiful church—not only a sacred building but
a living, fun and faith-filled community.
...to the many helping hands at Mass and dinner,
all coming together in teamwork and fellowship
– even the rain couldn’t dampen our spirits.

We are grateful to their parents and guardians for
supporting them in their Sacramental journey. A
big thank you to the school and catechist teachers
for all their hard work in preparing the children
for the Sacrament. Special thanks to all our parish
volunteers, parish and school staff and parish
community for being part of the whole
Sacramental program for First Eucharist this
year.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
ENROLMENT MASSES

Visit our facebook page to view photos
and an account of this special occasion.
FRIENDSHIP GROUP
Are you looking for a group to share a chat
over a cup of tea or coffee?
Come and join us—we would love
to meet you!
We are a social group for both men and women who are looking
to meet new people, share friendship, enjoy a chat over a cuppa
and hold those in need in our prayers. We get together every
Thursday after 9am Mass in the parish library—see you soon!
Enquiries to parish office 9276 8500.
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Parish Prayer Concerns

Calling all YOUTH currently in Year 9
up to 30 years of age!

Care Bags Because Children In Care Matter
THANK YOU to all who have donated
CARE BAGS.
-

Don’t miss out—Australian
Catholic Youth Festival to be
held in Perth for the first time on
December 8-10 !
Registrations due by this
Thursday September 12—contact
Stephanie 0499 547 066 and
Roger 0434 988 711 if you are interested in
attending the festival or are able to help out in
any way.
ACYF provides young people with
opportunities to deepen their relationship with
Jesus, be empowered to be disciples in the
world today and encounter and celebrate the
vitality of the Church in Australia. There will be
national and international speakers, workshops,
music, prayer, discussion and more!
For more info https://youthfestival.catholic.org.au/
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In Our Church
Morning Prayer of the Church: Mon-Fri, 6.40am; Sat 8.00am
Morning Mass: Mon-Fri: 7am & 9am , Sat and Public Holidays: 8.30am
Sunday Masses: 6pm (Saturday), 7.30am, 9.30am (Children’s Liturgy during
school terms),11.30am (Italian), 6pm (Youth Mass 2nd Sundays)
Reconciliation: Saturday 10 - 11am and 5pm - 5.30pm

Perpetual Novena in Honour of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel:
Wednesday 7.00pm
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: Friday 9.30 - 10.30am
Eucharistic Prayer: Friday 6.30 - 7.30pm
Baptisms, Weddings & Sacraments: Please contact the Parish Office.

Our Parish Team
Parish Priest: Fr. Greg Burke - pp@infantjesusparish.org.au
Assistant Priests: Fr. John Pallippadan— ap@infantjesusparish.org.au and
Fr. Tadgh Tierney - tadgh_t@yahoo.com.au
Infant Jesus Primary School: Principal - Paul Hille - info@infantjesus.wa.edu.au
Parish Secretary: Billie Dewitt - secretary@infantjesusparish.org.au
Reception: Theresa Choo - enquiries@infantjesusparish.org.au
Youth Co-Ordinator: Roger O’Neill - 0434 988 711 | rogersoneill@gmail.com
PREP Coordinator: Sue Goodwin - prep@infantjesusparish.org.au
Sacramental Coordinator: Faith Rico - sacramental@infantjesusparish.org.au
Parish Account Officer: Darren Parnell - accounts@infantjesusparish.org.au

Maintenance Manager: Andrew Davini maintenance@infantjesusparish.org.au
Admin Assistant: Carol Smith - admin@infantjesusparish.org.au
Parish Safeguarding Officers: Paul Hille - paul.hille@cewa.edu.au
Columbarium Committee: Angela Youens columbarium@infantjesusparish.org.au
Parish Inclusion Coordinator: Sue Baile - 0497 163 387
PARISH OFFICE: 47 Wellington Road, Morley 9276 8500
Office hours: Monday - Thursday 9.30am -12.30pm
Facebook: infantjesusmorley

