Christ, our hope, has risen!
I was once helping a young girl to type up the Apostles’ Creed so that it could be projected for use
at mass. The girl became shocked and agitated. Surely there was a mistake, “It says he descended into hell”, she said incredulously. That is indeed what we say Sunday by Sunday. But how
could Jesus be sent to hell? Well, it means that Jesus visited the dead after his own resurrection to
set them free from the abode of the dead (hades). It is an integral part of his liberating mission.
The resurrection of Jesus, which we celebrate at Easter, is not some isolated personal triumph but
part of the mission of Jesus for us all. His resurrection changes the meaning of life for everyone.
It has universal significance, giving humanity the gift of resurrection. The icon above, from the
ancient church in Chora, in Turkey, shows the Risen Christ setting people free from hell (i.e.
hades).
The Paschal Homily of St John Chrysostom (late 4th century) is read at the end of every Eastern
Rite Paschal Liturgy. The following inspiring extract speaks of why we celebrate Easter with joy:
Let no one mourn that he has fallen again and again; for forgiveness has risen from the grave. Let no
one fear death, for the Death of our Saviour has set us free. He has destroyed it by enduring it. He
spoiled Hades when he descended thereto. He vexed it even as it tasted of His flesh. … It is vexed;
for it is annihilated. It is vexed; for it is now made captive. It took a body, and it discovered God. It
took earth, and encountered Heaven. It took what it saw and was overcome by what it did not see. …
Christ is risen, and the tomb is emptied of the dead.

Christ has risen! Let us Rejoice! Thanks to all who have worked to make our Easter celebrations
so wonderful. Easter blessings, Frs. Greg, John, Tadgh and John
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